Communication Chord 
Communication Chord for speaking violinist was composed in February 2015. The violinist speaks the following short text by Walter Benjamin, the German Jewish philosopher who committed suicide in 1940 as he fled the Nazis: “Marx says revolutions are the locomotives of history. But perhaps things are quite different. Perhaps revolutions are the way humanity, travelling on that train, reaches for the emergency brake.” In the first part, the curtailed German text is fragmented and wedded to a rhythmic structure evoking the acceleration of a train. In the second part, the text in English is declaimed between violin statements of the same pitch material, liberated from its rigid rhythmic structure. In the peaceful coda, the violin is liberated from text and rhythm alike.

Communication Chord was first performed by Róisín Waters on 12th July 2015 in the Kirkos Blackout #2 concert consisting of works responding to Steve Reich’s Different Trains.

